
Photographer Sophie Howarth
depicted the journey of eagle
hunter Aisholpan.

T
he Eagle Huntress is a
documentary about a
13-year-old girl, Aisholpan,
who wants to become the

first female eagle hunter in her
Kazakh community. 

Aisholpan and her encouraging
father are determined that she
should capture an eagle and train it
to hunt foxes, despite the fact that
this has been an activity restricted
to men for many generations. 

Photographer Sophie Howarth
travelled to Mongolia and took
pictures of the landscapes and the
colourful customs of the Golden
Eagle Festival featured in the film. 

Sophie was not a part of the film
crew but was at the festival at the
same time and captured Aisholpan’s
sensational entry into the festival.
Her photographs show the vast
Mongolian landscape and the

nobility of the eagle. She spoke to
ED! about her experiences taking
photographs in Mongolia and
watching Aisholpan and her eagle
compete.

EAGLE HUNTING
Sophie said the relationship
between the eagle and human was
powerful.

“They really revere and respect
the eagle. When it spreads its wings
and that moment when it decides it
wants to lift off and let go and start
soaring, it’s such a huge animal.
Those claws are huge.”

GIRL POWER
The Eagle Huntress documentary
shows Aisholpan as an intelligent,
talented and determined teenager
who pushes to become a hunter.
Her enthusiasm makes her a
delightful subject.

“You’re very attracted to her,”
Sophie said. “It uplifts your heart
because she’s so gorgeous to
watch.”

At the festival, Sophie saw how
Aisholpan handled her big predator
bird.

“Because she’s
female, I’m thinking
she has a different
approach to the
craft of eagle
hunting. If we
look at that film
it is a really
powerful thing to
take away for young
girls in our culture.”

Aisholpan’s father Agalai
Nurgaiv encouraged his daughter
to follow her dreams.

“She didn’t know anything about
why you could or you couldn’t do
it,” Sophie said. 

“Her dad is a great dad who
didn’t say ‘you’re a girl, you can’t be

an eagle hunter’. I think he might
be unusual, a bit ahead of his time.”

THE FESTIVAL
Sophie, who has photographed
music festivals for years, said the

colour and excitement of the
eagle festival had many

similarities.
“Those eagle

hunters are
almost like
rock’n’roll stars. 

“They’re on
the stage and

they strut around
and they look

amazing and they
wear their best clothes.

And they do their best
performance.”

As well as the colour of the
festival and the grace of the eagle,
she found the landscape in
Mongolia beautiful to photograph.

The Eagle Huntress opens in
cinemas on Thursday.

t Melanie Coram

Eagle eye
trained on
Mongolia

Sophie Howarth photographed Aisholpan and her eagle.

The Eagle Huntress is a joyful film
about a teenage girl’s determination to

become a hunter in a long tradition
dominated by men.

ED! and Sony Pictures have 10 double
movie passes to The Eagle Huntress to give
away. For a chance to win, email your name,
age, address and phone number* to
ed@wanews.com.au with THE EAGLE
HUNTRESS in the subject line; by Thursday.
*See competition conditions on page 7.

The colour of
the festival. 

Eagle hunting
is a noble
tradition in
Mongolia.
Pictures:
Sophie
Howarth

NERVOUS WHALER
q Nervous whalers are known to quickly change
direction when they encounter a big animal or person.
q Nervous sharks are part of the “whaler” group of
sharks, which all have sleek torpedo-shaped bodies,
two dorsal fins and different teeth in their top and
bottom jaws. 
q The whaler group of sharks were named during the
whaling years when crews would often see these
types of sharks trying to eat parts of a whale carcass
as it was being dragged aboard the boat. 

Meet the new generation of nervous whalers that
have arrived at AQWA and watch them speed around
the Shipwreck Coast.

t Sheigh Devereux

These sharks are known for
their skittish movements
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